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which, together with the cultivation of the soil, formed
the more or less solid base of the Canadian economy.

Abundantly provided with natural resources, New
France found neither the capital nor the men to give it
a vigorous national industry. Moreover, such a con-
ception was completely foreign to the colonial system
which economically, as politically, subordinated the
colonies completely to the home land. It becomes all
the more surprising, then, that the administration was
able to undertake in Canada, with a limited population
constantly exposed to attacks from within and with-
out, a good beginning to an economic life which com-
pared favourably with that to be found in the other
colonies of the period.

Essentially an agricultural people whose economic
activity was commonly limited to the family or at most
to the village, the Canadians attached more value to
spiritual and social qualities. Christianity in its
purest form moulded their way of life. For them, as
for the peasants of the French provinces from which
they had come, each community was a self-governing
family, or preferably, to use the phrase of Mgr. de Saint-
Vallier, "each house was a well-regulated small com-
munity." And in this house, in the words of the
bishop, who did not have the reputation of being par-
ticularly gentle, there were community prayers, night
and morning, at which the rosary was recited and the
custom remained of religious self-examination before
meals. The religious spirit impregnated the family
traditions, as it marked the simplest actions of private
life, and every act of public life.

They were a devout people, simply but fervently
devout. Pious, too, it goes without saying, even if